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Celebrating religious diversity through art

By Mariya Petkova
Special to Daily News Egypt

n Tuesday. eve-

ning Cairenes

had the rare

chance 1o enjoy
a talk by Egyptian screen leg-
end Omar Shanf on interfaith
relations.

Sharif's talk was part of the
Caravan Festival of Arts orga-
nikzed by the St joha's Church
in Maadi that celebrates re-
ligious diversity through art.
a much-needed mitiative fol-
lowing the recent sectarian
clashes that put a large ques-
tion mark over religious har-
mony in Egypt

At the festival, Sharif pre-
sented his fim “Hassan and
Morgos.” which tckles the
thormy subject of sectanian
tension. The film cells the story
of a sheikh and 2 Christian Or-
thodox priest who resist inter-
religious violence and, while in
hiding each disguised as belong-
¥g 1o the other faith, develop
munad rospect and friendship,

Throughout his long career,
Sharif has played characters
of different ethricities and
religions, at home and in Hol-

Jywoaod. !l played St Peter in

a four-hour film produced by
the Vatican” he recounted.”l
got a fatwa from Bin Laden to
oli me because. .. St Peter says

ﬁy_m_d‘mn‘ the ity

Eqyptian actor Omar Sharif.

"Jesus is the son of God™™

As a response, Sharif wrote
back on Bin Laden’s blog. "l
said to hem."Look I'm an actor
~ | learn my lines and 1 speak
them and they give me money
so that | can survive with my
childeen and grandchildren™

Sharif converzed to Islam to
marry the love of his life, Egyp-
gan actress Faten Hamama.
Tolerance and friendship of

ali religions has marked his life
and his persomal philosophy.”|
remember saying 1o [my son),
‘Never ask a girl her refigion
or her natonality before you
kiss her; " he said.

The film scréening with Shar-
if was preceded by a lerary
nght oo Saturday with famous
journalist and writer Tahir Shah,
the son of late Inadian-borm Sufi
writer Idoes Shah,

“The East and the West
have always been joned in
ways that we have forgotten,”
said Shah. “I chink it is mum-
bo-jumbo that we don't un-
derstand each othen We are
builz on the same bedrock, on
cultural bedrock,” he added.

This year's Caravan Festival,

which opened last Thursday
with speeches by the Bishop
of London Richard Chartres

and Egypt's Grand Mufti Al
Gomaa, has alse hosted an art
exhibluon.

More than 40 local and for-

eign visual artists: presenced |

their vision in a collection of
paintings tithed “Harmony: East
andWest The works, displryed
on the walls of the St john's
Church, featured paintings by
prominent artists Omar Bl
Fayourm, Mchamed Abla and
Mohamed Mandour:
Accordmg to Reverend
Paul Gordon, one of the or-
ganizers, the Caravan Festival

is a venue for an alernative |
iner-religious  conversaton. |

“[Some people] are disiliu-
sioned with the traditional
interfaith dialogue which is
always so highdevel. Same
people all the time, same con-
ferences ——very little going to
the grass-roots level” he said.

“It is wonderful to see |

priests and imams on televi-
sion working together and
it allows the populous to do
creative things together. But it
takes vision on the ground and

people with a real heart for |

that,” he explauned.

Since Thursday, thousands
have attended the lectures
and visited the exhibition. The
organizers plan to donate 10
percent of the art sales 1o the
Spirit of Giving which sup-
ports Muskim and Christian
charsises in Egype.




